Alexa Kurzius Mathes
Manager, STEM Learning Design

Buffalo, NY
(410) 961-6690
alexa.kurzius@gmail.com

SKILLS

A trained journalist with 10+ years of experience creating articles, assessments and videos that
support K-12 curriculum. An enthusiastic people manager and mentor.

EXPERIENCE

Newsela, Remote - Manager, STEM Learning Design

July 2019 - PRESENT

Manage small and large internal and contract/freelance teams (assessment editors, copyeditors,
graphic designers, learning designers, newsroom reporters, science writers, Spanish translators,
and video producers) during growth and layoff periods.

Scope high-level company goals into actionable projects with timelines and deliverables.

Report to VP of Content Production, providing info for C-suite/board meetings and
updates on content quality, processes, and staff.

Launch Newsela STEM in October 2025, a science and math digital classroom
supplement with Generation Genius video lessons and Newsela content collections.

Oversee the daily science and math vertical for grades K-12. Approve all article pitches,
develop publication and lesson quotas, and report out engagement metrics.

Oversee ongoing development of content collections aligned to the Next Generation
Science Standards (NGSS) and the Math Common Core State Standards (CCSS).

Oversee creation of 5,000+ math and science technology-enhanced items (TEls) for item
bank in Formative, Newsela’s assessment software platform.

Create 100 ELA videos on authors, literary genres, and current events with UK-based
video production company. Provide research and detailed line edits to all scripts.

Create editing guidelines and train staff and freelancers to ensure curated texts include
age-appropriate prose, vocabulary, and background information.

Recruit and hire a pool of freelance journalists and math and science teachers to edit
STEM articles, write math and science lessons, and write/review assessment items.

Report and write articles on deadline covering breaking STEM news, diverse young
mathematicians and scientists, and principles used in standards-based teaching.

Train editorial and learning design staff to maintain relationships with freelancers and
provide regular, consistent feedback.



|
e Collaborate with product managers to develop functionality that supports students and
teachers. Advocate for specific, prioritized improvements in the user experience.

e Work with operations to streamline production workflows, increasing output and reducing
costs and inefficiencies related to assessment, translation, copyediting, etc.

e Use Al tools (ChatGPT, Google Gemini, & internal applications) to improve efficiency and
drive down content production costs.

Scholastic, New York, NY - Senior Editor

JANUARY 2014 - JUNE 2019
e Reported articles and produced videos for 8 Scholastic magazines for students in K-12 on

art, health, math, news, science, and social studies.

Produced original videos on location, securing logistics and interviewing on camera.
Wrote and edited Common Core worksheets, sales marketing materials, and blog posts.
Met with classroom teachers and students in person and on Skype calls.

Juice Pharma Worldwide, New York, NY - Senior Copywriter

DECEMBER 2009 - JULY 2012

Grey Healthcare Group, New York, NY - Copywriter
OCTOBER 2006 - November 2009

EDUCATION

New York University, New York, NY - MA, Science Journalism
SEPTEMBER 2012 - DECEMBER 2013

Johns Hopkins University, New York, NY - BA, English & Psychology
AUGUST 2002 - MAY 2006

COMMUNITY

Volunteer board member & french horn player, Amherst Symphony Orchestra

Mentor, Jericho Road Priscilla Project, 2022-2023



